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MA ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT AUTHORIZATION FOR EMERGENCY ACTION 
PURSUANT TO 321 CMR 10.15 

 
March 8, 2013 
 
George H. Dunham 
Town Manager 
16 Jan Sebastian Drive 
Sandwich, MA 02563 
 

RE: Applicant: Town of Sandwich 
 Project Description: Emergency removal sand from Mill Creek to fill overwash areas on Town 

Neck Beach 
 Project Location: Town Neck Beach & Mill Creek 
 NHESP File No.: 13-31961 
 Filing:  Request for MESA Emergency Authorization (321 CMR 10.15)  

 
Mr. Dunham: 
 
The MA Division of Fisheries and Wildlife’s Natural Heritage & Endangered Species Program (NHESP) 
received requests from the Town of Sandwich and Woods Hole Group (via email on 3/07/13) to allow 
mechanical removal of sand from Mill Creek onto Town Neck Beach to fill overwash areas. The request was 
submitted to the NHESP in compliance with the MA Endangered Species Act (M.G.L. c. 131A) and its 
implementing regulations (321 CMR 10.00), specifically for compliance with 321 CMR 10.15.   
 
WORK PERMITTED WITH THIS AUTHORIZATION

 

:  Partial restoration of breached dunes on Town Neck Beach 
via the removal sand from overwash fans in and adjacent to Mill Creek to fill 2 cuts within the dunes on 
Town Neck Beach.  

CONDITIONS
1)  In each dune breach location, recovered sand shall be placed so that the crest, toe and 

heel of the restored area(s) are in line (alongshore) with the crest, toe and heel of the 
existing dunes on either side of the breach. The elevation at the crest of each restored area 
shall be no greater than 6 feet above the present maximum elevation of each dune breach 
location, i.e., shall not exceed 11 feet NGVD.  Sand fill should have slopes no steeper than 
10:1 horizontal:vertical (from toe and heel toward the center). If even flatter slopes can be 
constructed, this is preferable.  For stability purposes, a constant elevation will be 
maintained along the crest for at least 10 ft.      

: 

 
2)  No vegetation shall be planted in the restored areas. 

 
3)  No sand fencing shall be placed on or along the seaward (north) edges of restored areas. 
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WORK DURATION
 

: This work must be completed no later than April 1, 2013.  

REPORTING REQUIREMENT

 

: Within 30 days of the completion of Work, the applicant shall file a written report 
detailing the Work that was done under this emergency authorization including the date(s) of activities and a 
locus map showing the actual locations for all work conducted under this Authorization.  

We recognize conditions at Town Neck Beach may change as a result of the current storm (3/6 – 3/8/2013). 
NHESP is willing to work with the Town if they seek to undertake additional work or if the above 
conditions need to be modified as a result of the storm.  
 
The NHESP authorization for work does not relieve the applicant from compliance with all relevant 
additional permitting and licensing requirements including, but not limited to, the MA Department of 
Environmental Protection, the United States Army Corps of Engineers, and the 401 Water Quality 
Certificate Program.  
 
Please contact Scott Melvin, Senior Zoologist, at (508) 389-6345 (scott.melvin@state.ma.us) or Amy Coman-
Hoenig, Endangered Species Review Biologist, at (508) 389-6364 (amy.coman@state.ma.us) with any 
questions about this letter.   

 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Thomas D. French, Ph. D. 
Assistant Director  

 
cc:  Jason Zimmer, MA DFW Southeast District (via email) 

Sandwich Conservation Commission (via email) 
David DeConto, Town of Sandwich (via email) 
Kirk Bosma, Woods Hole Group (via email) 
Susi vonOttingen, USFWS (via email) 

  Philip Weinberg, MA DEP (via email) 
  Tena Davies, MA DEP (via email) 
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